MEMOIE
of the SUPPLY AND  APPLICATION
of the BLOW-PIPE.
CHAPTER   I
IMPORTANT USES OF THE BLOW-PIPE----IMPERFECTIONS OF
THE   MEANS   HITHERTO  EMPLOYED,  FOB   SUPPLYING
IT    WITH   AIR----INVENTION    OF    A   MACHINE,    FREE
FROM THOSE IMPERFECTIONS.
The Blow-Pipe is, on many occasions, an useful instrument, to the artist and philosopher. By the former it is used, for the purpose of enamelling, to soften or solder small pieces of metal, and for the fabrication of glass instruments: while the latter can, by means of it, in a few minutes subject small portions of any substance to intense heat,- and is thereby enabled to judge, of the advantages to be gained, and the method to be pursued, in operations on a larger scale. The celebrated Bergman has amply displayed the utility of this instrument, in docimastic operations; and with the perfection of the docimastic art, the improvement of metallurgy is intimately connected. It is by means of the Blow-Pipe, that glass tubes are most conveniently exposed to the heat necessary to mould them into the many forms occasionally required for philosophical purposes; and by the various application of tubes thus moulded, ingenuity is often enabled to surmount the want
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